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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by Attorney Craig N. Killen, Reg. No. 
35,218 on February 7, 2007. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of performing transactions between disparate systems in a 
computing environment, said method comprising steps of: 

(a) receiving a first message in a first message format from an originating system, said message 
having request data indicative of a transaction request; 

(b) at a first interface, evaluating said first message to ascertain said request data; 

(c) said first interface further applying a predetermined criteria to said request data so as to 
generate a context data structure organizationally independent of said first message format, said context 
data structure containing a plurality of data elements indicative of said transaction request, wherein said 
context data structure further includes an object identifier that refers to a configuration object that is 
indicative of the transaction request ; 

(d) routing said context data structure to an appropriate service system through application use of 
topological configuration objects such that at least one te^a predetermined ruleset is invoked so that said 
transaction request can be responsively fulfilled by acting upon said plurality of data elements of said 
context data structure according to said at least one predetermined ruleset said topological configuration 
objects being modifiable independently of said at least one predetermined ruleset, 
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wherein said configuration object corresponds to an associated predetermined ruleset of said at 
least one predetermined ruleset and looking up said configuration object that is associated with the object 
identifier to invoke said associated predetermined ruleset; and 

wherein said configuration object further comprises an object type, an object id, an object name, 
and an object version, and at least one of said object type, said object id, said object name, and said object 
version is used to identify said configuration object; 

(e) fulfilling said transaction request at said service system and indicating sam e the fulfilled said 
transaction request to said first interface; and 

(f) issuing via said first interface a second message to said originating system in said first 
message as a first response message to said transaction request. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said first interface includes 
a network agent and an interface agent, said network agent being operative to extract said request data 
from said first message and said interface agent being operative to produce said transaction request 
therefrom. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 2, wherein said service system 
includes a server agent in communication with said interface agent. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 3, wherein said agents communicate 
with each other via message queues. 



5-7. (Canceled) 
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8. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said step of fulfilling said 
transaction request comprises: 

(g) at a second interface, issuing a third message in a second message format to an auxiliary 
system requesting information; 

(h) receiving a second response message at said second interface in said second message format 
containing said information; and 

(i) extracting said information from said second response message at said second interface and 
providing said information to said service system. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 8, wherein said first message format 
and said second message format are different protocols. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 8, wherein said first message format 
and said second message format are equivalent protocols. 

11-18. (Canceled) 

Drawings 

4. Corrected drawings filed 1 1/27/2006 are accepted. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted 12/8/2006 is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is considered by the 
examiner. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Joshua Joo who telephone number is 571 272-3966. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571 272-1915. 



April 10, 2007 
JJ 




FLYNN 

PATENT EXAMINER 



